


Publications of the Institute of Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences
Geophysical Data Bases, Processing and Instrumentation

vol. 446 (A-32), 2023, pp. 73-75
DOI: 10.25171/InstGeoph_PAS_Publs-2023-018

Professor Roman Teisseyre
in the Lower Silesian Geophysical Observatory
Leopold STEMPOWSKI

Institute of Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

D< stempowski@igf.edu.pl

The Lower Silesian Geophysical Observatory, situated at the Ksigz Castle (Fig. 1), was
established in 1970. Its location was chosen by Professor Roman Teisseyre, who became
acquainted with this place — the Castle and the undergrounds — much earlier: in August 1946.

Fig. 1. The Ksigz Castle.
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In the late 1960s, while being the Scientific Director of the Institute of Geophysics, he took
the decision to locate the Geophysical Observatory there, upon the seismic reconnaissance of
the geological background of the Castle site.

The Observatory performs the recording and interpretation of earthquakes registered in the
Polish Seismological Network — PLSN — in Poland and Spitsbergen. This applies to shocks
recorded from a distance of up to 300 km from a given seismic station. The data is processed
on the basis of digital records. The results are transmitted to the Seismology Department of the
Institute of Geophysics in Warsaw, to European seismological centers, and the USA. Monthly
bulletins are also posted on the website of the Institute of Geophysics in Warsaw.

The above text comes from the information about the Institute of Geophysics in the
basement of Ksigz Castle. Photo of the basement is in Fig. 2.

And here are some more details of how it happened. Namely, Professor Roman Teisseyre
as a teenager came with his parents to Jelenia Gora in Lower Silesia in 1946. There he learned
that near Watbrzych there was a beautiful castle worth visiting. He and his friends were able to
visit the castle in August 1946, since it had been open to the public after the Red Army left it.
Touring through the estate, he learned about the vaults carved into the rock, 49 m below the
courtyard. He kept the impressions of that tour in his memory while being a scientist.

The Lower Silesia region, after the demolition of the Geophysical Observatory in Wroctaw
during World War 11, had no place in which the movements of the Earth’s crust could be
monitored. A new station was needed to complement the Polish Seismological Network in this
area. And then Professor Roman Teiseyre brought to mind the object in Ksiaz. Geological and
seismological verification was carried out by the Institute’s seismologist Andrzej Zawada,
a man who is better known for his successes in the Himalayas climbing. Positive results led to
the decision to build the Observatory in Ksigz. After obtaining all official permits, the Lower
Silesian Geophysical Observatory in Ksigz was established in 1970 and is still successfully
operating.
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Fig. 2. Basement in the Ksigz Castle.
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Summer 1970. A newly built facility had guest rooms. During the summer vacation,
Professor Roman Teisseyre came to Ksigz with his sons Krzysztof and Mikotaj and their cousin
Grzegorz. And then | had the opportunity to meet Professor in person, not realizing that as a
14-year-old boy I was talking to a world-renowned scientist!

In Ksigz, there was no restaurant or bar where we could eat dinner. We ate all meals together
in our apartment where my mother still lives today. We spent our summer days and evenings
together with guests from Warsaw; I still remember how the Professor talked about his scientific
travels, especially those to Japan.

We explored the surroundings of Ksigz Castle and Watbrzych. The ruins of Old Ksigz, the
Ksigz Gorge, the Palm House in Lubiechow, and Chetmiec Mountain were our daily trips. The
castle was not open to visitors, but my parents had a key and we could stay there without
restrictions. There was an active fireplace in the Powder Tower on the castle terraces, at which
we also spent several evenings...

Thirty-nine years after his first visit to Ksigz, Professor visited us with his grandchildren
Stanistaw and Katarzyna. Pictured on the left is Jozef Weiss, the observatory head, and on the
right is Professor Roman Teisseyre (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Professor Teisseyre with his grandchildren visits the Observatory in 2009.
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Roman Teisseyre's Involvement in Field Research
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Professor Roman Teisseyre was mainly a theoretician but often wanted to verify or
supplement the results of his research on the basis of measurements done in permanent
geophysical observatories and/or specifically designed field projects in various field conditions.
One of such projects realized in the last twenty years concerned the study of seismic waves in
glaciers. The other was a search for records of rotation seismic waves based on continuous data
from various observatories and targeted measurements in these observatories. The results of
theoretical and experimental investigations have been described in many publications listed in
the bibliography at the end of the present book.

We often participated in organizing and were members of Roman’s field campaigns. It was
a real pleasure to work with him. He was a cheerful, cordial, colorful, cooperative, and non-
confrontational personality, and thus an excellent companion in such expeditions, where a good
team atmosphere is very important. He had an excellent sense of humor and willingly
participated in friendly gatherings, preferably with wine. He liked long scientific discussions,
to the great benefit of the interlocutors. Roman was also an enthusiastic tourist, which is why
we began this text with a photo of Roman and his wife after arriving in the Austrian Alps to
make seismological measurements (Fig. 1).

The main aim of the expedition to the Austrian Alps was the study of icequakes. Roman
was a pioneer in this kind of research, using seismometers deployed directly on ice. He started
the measurements on the Hans Glacier in Spitsbergen as early as 1962, and then, after years,
took the decision to continue them on the Pasterze Glacier, Austria (presently, because of global
warming, this glacier is gradually decreasing in size). The next two photos (Figs. 2 and 3)
illustrate how the specially designed seismometers were installed on the glacier’s surface.

The other project was the search for records of rotation seismic waves: Roman carried out
systematic investigations based on continuous seismic data in various observatories, mainly in
Ojcow, Poland, and L’Aquila, Italy. The Observatory in L’Aquila, where research has been
done in cooperation with Italian scientists from the Instituto Nationale di Geofisica e
Vulcanologia, is located in the deep basement of the Renaissance Castle (Fig. 4). Special
seismometers to record rotation seismic waves were constructed at the Institute of Geophysics
PAS and deployed in this Observatory (Fig. 5).

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Institute of Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences.
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Fig. 1. Austrian Alps: Roman and his wife Elzbieta arrived at the mountains.



ROMAN TEISSEYRE'S INVOLVEMENT IN FIELD RESEARCH

79

Fig. 3. Austrian Alps: Will it work?
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Fig. 5. L’Aquila: Roman and Jerzy Suchcicki with the seismometers installed in the deep basement of
the castle.
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The last photo (Fig. 6) illustrates the the seismological team after some field measurements.

Fig. 6. The seismological team after one of the laborious days (from the left: J. Reda, W. J6zwiak,
T. Ernst, and very happy Roman Teisseyre)
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About Roman Teisseyre
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| remember Roman as a highly kind boss to whom | owe a lot, who always helped me when
needed. And there were a lot of such situations when | needed help.

My first meeting with Roman was not encouraging. It was in Moscow during the IASPEI
conference in 1971. | have half a year left to finish my studies at the Faculty of Physics at
Lomonosov University in Moscow and return to Poland. My Moscow boss, Professor
J.F. Savarenskii, decided to introduce me to Roman and thus secure a job at the Institute of
Geophysics of the Polish Academy of Sciences (IG PAS) in Warsaw. Indeed, such a meeting
took place, and Prof. Savarenskii recommended me as an excellent material for a scientist. But,
from Roman’s reaction, it was not difficult to deduce what he thought about my employment
at his Institute. Such a prospect was not thrilled. Years later, when we became friends, Roman
told me why my stay at IG PAS was inappropriate. He feared that an extended stay in the Soviet
Union and systematic propaganda made me a communist. It should be remembered that at that
time, in the seventies, during the so-called “commune”, none of the IG PAS’s chief directors
was a member of the ruling party. And that speaks for itself.

Prof. Savarenskii commented on our conversation with Roman in one sentence: | must give
you a powerful letter with recommendations. Indeed, after six months, after returning to Poland
with a Master’s Degree in Physics diploma in my pocket and with a strong letter of
recommendation from Professor Savarenskii, | appeared on Pasteur Street in IG PAS. Roman
had no choice. He had to hire me. At that time, Professor Savarenskii occupied a special place
in the Soviet Union. He was a well-known scientist and an adviser on seismology in the
Kremlin. In the seventies, the refusal to hire his student was downright dangerous. So, Roman
hired me at his Institute but found a solution to neutralize my potentially unpopular political
views. | was seconded to the Observatory in Belsk, where no seismology existed. But there
were kind people, like Marysia Wernik, and there was a sound library, a beautiful forest, and
peaceful and quiet surroundings. In short, I had perfect working conditions.

Soon and unexpectedly, Roman's attitude towards me changed dramatically. It happened
after the trade union trip that I organized for the employees of the Observatory when, on the
way to Krakow, we stopped at Jasna Goéra in Czestochowa. The Institute was in turmoil. The
Communist Party workers were outraged. Roman, the Director of the Institute, was under
pressure. So, he called me and asked many questions, but from the beginning of this
conversation, it was clear that he did not condemn me for the Czg¢stochowa venture. At the end
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of our meeting, he only told me that | should be more careful in the future. For him, it became
clear: if I wanted to see Jasna Gora, I could not be a communist. This was the conclusion Roman
drew from. From then on, I could always count on his help and kindness. And | often needed
such help.

When, in 1982, during Martial Law, | could not return from the United States to Poland on
the scheduled date, Roman, fearing that certain services would require him to fire me from the
Institute, wrote a letter on my behalf asking for an extension of my stay. Also, with his money,
he bought a return ticket to Warsaw and sent it to New York. How he managed to do it, he never
told me. All this happened without my knowledge, as communication with the outside world
was cut off during Martial Law.

There were more similar cases of help from Roman.

That was Roman. Selfless and always ready to help.

Received 10 September 2023
Received in revised form 21 November 2023
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Professor Roman Teisseyre — Reminiscence

Leszek CZECHOWSKI

Space Research Center, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

| met Professor Roman Teisseyre when | was a research assistant looking for a doctorate
advisor. It is to be noted that at those times the so-called New Global Tectonics (presently the
Plate Tectonics) and the theory of convection in the Earth’s mantle had just begun to be
developed. Being interested in such problems, it was difficult for me to find an advisor. I don’t
think any geophysicist in Poland was doing adequate research at that time. For the Professor,
however, this was not a problem! He accepted my research topic without any hesitation. And
he immediately impressed me with the openness of his mind and the scope of his scientific
interests.

He demonstrated a similar wideness of horizons when he undertook the editing of the 6-
volume monograph Physics and Evolution of the Earth s Interior?. In some respects, this work
will remain a testament to a certain epoch. The development of geophysics has gone in a slightly
different direction, which does not change the fact that this is a monograph where scholars will
find the theoretical foundations of many areas of geophysics that are beautifully laid out.

But it’s not about the Professor’s scientific merits that I wanted to write here. That will
probably be done better by others. | wanted to point out his ability to understand other people.
And, at the same time, maybe make you laugh a little?

It once happened that [ urgently needed to obtain Professor’s signature on some documents.
I no longer remember the details, but they are not important in this context. In any case, one
late afternoon, with a folder of papers, | found myself at the door of his apartment (Filtrowa
Street, Warsaw).

When | entered, it was immediately apparent that | came at a very good moment (from my
point of view) because | found myself at a party with a dozen or so guests. The company, as
expected at the Professor’s home, was of a good international standard. The cordiality with
which they welcomed me made me immediately feel like being among friends. The
conversation in this rather mixed company did not prevent me from making generous use of the
well-stocked table. My attention was quickly drawn to the platters, numbered (1) and filled with
a variety of cheeses. As | approached them, a friendly lady appeared and handed me a piece of
paper with a pencil and explained that a traditional competition for cheese experts was about to
take place. You have to recognize what each cheese is called and write it on the slip of paper.

L International monographic series; 6 volumes, published between 1984 and 1992, Elsevier-PWN.
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Whether there was a prize, | don’t remember. In any case, | understood that | was among people
for whom cheese is more than a piece of food. And that if | succeeded, | would impress the
company a little.

Well, those times Poland was practically ruled by the man who, according to a popular joke,
was a new Copernicus, since he “stopped the meat, moved the cheese, his name.....”. Anyone
who had the opportunity to live in those times will easily complete this rhyme?. But this does
not change the fact that even in the heyday of communist Poland, the number of cheese varieties
was quite limited. At the moment, | mostly remember the unusual green-blue and very salty
rokpol. If I think carefully, the following still come to mind: gouda, oscypek (smoked sheep
cheese), and edam. About the existence of many other cheeses in the world, one could figure
out mainly from literature and movies. On my mind, there were some camemberts, roqueforts,
cheddars, emmenthaler, and similar indefinite names. So, I completely didn’t expect success,
but it would have been silly to spoil the guests’ fun. I started with the nearest platter....

After a while, my testing of cheeses was coming to an end. Finally, | sampled the last piece
and handed the written note back to the Grand Jury.

| returned to the table, intending to continue getting acquainted with the delicious
sandwiches and wine. In a few minutes or so, | saw the Professor, with a puzzled expression on
his face, approach me and give secret signs. When we were in a safe corner, where the other
guests could not hear us, the professor began to explain in a whisper:

— Mr. Leszek, hmm, silly thing, but you made a mistake only once! And you see, we have
a guest here from France. This lady, at the window, our authority on cheese. A well-known
connoisseur. Perhaps you would resign for her?

| didn’t expect such a result! After all, | pointed out at least half of the cheeses at random.
But at the same time, | felt a bit like Mrs. Miniver when Lady Beldon®'s granddaughter came
to her with a somewhat similar request. However, | looked longer at the very distinguished old
lady, and then I realized that indeed the only solution consistent with the rationale of this
Universe is for her to win the competition. Any other solution would be a violation of the Laws
of Nature and would be prone to cataclysm.

A quarter of an hour later, | approached the jury that held the written pieces of paper and
said that 1 had made a mistake and would like to correct one cheese. The good-natured ladies
agreed. Well, and | was able to make the proper corrections.

And by the end of the party, the world got a little better for this gourmet lady. She clapped
with joy after the contest results were announced. Delighted, she said she hadn’t lost her taste
yet. She looked around and added that young people still have a lot to learn.

Received 11 October 2023
Accepted 22 November 2023

2 For those who don’t speak Polish or are too young to remember: ,,wstrzymat mieso, ruszyt serek, jego imig
Edward Gierek”, paraphrase to the saying about Copernicus, who ,,stopped the Sun, moved the Earth ...”. Edward
Gierek was the First Secretary of the Polish Communist Party, de facto leader of Poland in 1970-1980, when there
was a shortage of meat (note added in translation).

3 Something should also be said about the film Mrs. Miniver, because the film (of 1942) is somewhat forgotten.
And wrongly so. If one were to look for a film that served humanity the most, it would probably be this modest
melodrama. Winston Churchill once said that this film had done more for the war effort than a flotilla of destroyers.
In those hard times! The film also won 6 Oscars, but this is probably of interest only to film historians.
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Od Najblizszej Rodziny
(Close Family Recollects)'

WSPOMINA SYN KRZYSZTOF

Najmilej wspominam Tate z dziecinstwa. Wielce bytem dumny z Jego naukowej wyprawy do
Wietnamu w 1957 roku. To byt bardzo egzotyczny, niezwykle odlegty kraj, a w tych latach
niewiele jezdzito si¢ po $wiecie. Kiedy wracat, Mama wzigta mnie ze sobg do Szczecina,
zebySmy mogli go powita¢. W naszym mieszkaniu na Filtrowej rzadzita Babcia Wtada, czyli
matka mojej Mamy, Elzbiety. Babcia w rzeczywistoéci mieszkata na Zoliborzu, ale
przyjezdzata rano i wieczorem wracata na Zoliborz, wiec mialem wrazenie, Ze jest zawsze z
nami, w tym bardzo zatloczonym w dawnych latach mieszkaniu. Ci¢zary domowych prac
spadaty na moja Mame i1 na Babcig, to odcigzalo Tate. Z pewnos$cig wlasnie Babcia ugadata
chtopa, zeby przywozil migso. Teraz powiedziatoby si¢: szara strefa. Szaro-buro byt tez
odziany 6w wysoki, maloméwny chtop. Méwilo si¢ o nim: ,,Pochwalony”, bo tym slowem
wital si¢, wchodzac do domu. Babcia podczas okupacji musiata cigzko pracowac, bo nie miata
zrodta utrzymania. Byta wdowa po przedwojennym waznym urzedniku bankowym i zarazem
oficerze rezerwy. To, ze jest wdowa, zawdzigczamy Stalinowi i ochoczym wykonawcom jego
pomystow. To byla okropna prawda, o ktdrej nie tak szybko si¢ dowiedziatem.

Z poczatku mieszkata z nami takze druga babcia — zawsze pogodna babcia Wacia, mama
Taty, z corka Iza, starszg ode mnie o kilka lat. Ta babcia byta zawsze gotowa wyglosi¢ jakas
zartobliwg sentencje, nawet wplatajac tacing w jezyk polski, zeby byto $miesznie 1 madrze.
Babcia Wtada byta, mozna rzec, blizsza ziemi; tez miata swoje powiedzonka, ale o0 zabarwieniu
twardszym, jakby plebejskim. Nie dziwie si¢, ze migdzy dwiema Babciami, tak r6znymi,
,»1skrzyto”; jednak byty to spory przyjacielskie.

Jako dzieci dowiedzielismy si¢ od Taty, ze byl w naszej rodzinie wazny uczony —
Wawrzyniec Teisseyre, dziadek Taty, a wiec ojciec naszego dziadka Kazimierza.
Dowiedzielismy si¢ tez, ze w innych miastach zyja czterej bracia Kazimierza. Trzech byto
naukowcami — Jerzy, Henryk i Andrzej, za$ Stanistaw byt malarzem.

Mama takze studiowala fizyke. Wiem, ze pomagata Tacie w pracowni krystalograficznej —
moze to ich zblizyto? Oprocz fizyki potaczyta ich pasja do Tatr. Wspinali si¢ razem na Mnicha.
Po Slubie tez jezdzili w Tatry. Moj brat twierdzi, ze Tata odwiddt Mame od wspinaczki, ja tez
tak przypuszczam.

Pamietam ditugie wakacje w Koscielisku z Mama, babcig Wtladg i czasami z Tatg, ktory
dojezdzat do nas, gdy mégl. Tam Mama byla najwieksza przyjaciotka gorali. Prowadzita nies-
pieszne rozmowy z naszg drogg Gazdzing. JezdziliSmy wigc do Koscieliska co roku, przez cale
lata. Podczas tych wakacji, pierwszych lub drugich, urodzit si¢ mo; brat Mikotaj, doktadnie w
moje imieniny. Tak wigc otrzymalem brata — zakopianina (jest z tego bardzo dumny). Tata

! English version in the Annex
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Rodzice za mltodu, w Tatrach.

byl §wietnym kompanem i w letnich, i zimowych wypadach, kiedy do nart zaktadato si¢
buciory, sznurowane. Kiedy byliSmy z bratem mali, Tata i stryj Jacek, o ktorym jeszcze bedzie
mowa, uczyli nas na nich jezdzi¢. Moj brat Mikotaj (Misiek) czynil szybkie postepy; ja bytem
oporny, gdy chodzi o styl. Misiek wyrost na najlepszego narciarza w rodzinie. Tata na narty
jezdzit jeszcze dhugo — do osiemdziesiatki, a moze i dluze;j.

W Warszawie Ojciec nie miat dla nas tyle czasu, ile bySmy chcieli. Jednak istnial Jego
wieczorny czas przeznaczony dla synéw — wowczas Tata snut dlugie opowiesci o przygodach
zwierzatek, np. fenkéw i1 niedzwiedzi, odcinkowe wiasciwie. Te krotkie opowiadania na
dobranoc byty barwne 1 wesote. Z czasem wspottworzyliSmy z Tatg te opowiesci.

Mrowcze] pracy Taty nie zauwazalem — ot, kreslit sobie co§ na kartkach, nawet w
filharmonii. Albo — jak mi przypomniat przyjaciel z dziecinstwa — podczas hucznej zabawy
Roman nagle wychodzil do drugiego pokoju, by rozwikta¢ jakie§ zagadnienie lub co$ obliczy¢.
Tak samo bywato na rodzinnych spotkaniach. Tata nie grat wielkiego uczonego, podobnie jak
jego starszy brat Mietek, ktory pracowal na Politechnice Wroctawskiej. Nikt z rodziny i
znajomych nie odgrywal tez roli bohatera wojennego. O ich przezyciach w Powstaniu
Warszawskim i ogdlnie o przesztosci nie mowito si¢ duzo. Takie byly czasy.

Pamigtam, zawsze podziwiatem Tate 1 Jego kumpli. Bylem pewny, ze w pracy tych
naukowcow przyjazn byta najwigksza wartoscia; spokojnie godzili jg z osobistymi ambicjami.
Kiedys, po latach, podczas wyjazdow w teren z Tata, Tomkiem Ernstem, Markiem Goérskim i
Jurkiem Suchcickim przekonalem si¢, Ze moja miodzieficza opinia byla stuszna. Sktad byt
zreszta rézny. Co najmniej raz wzigl udziat w takiej delegacji Janusz Marianiuk z
Obserwatorium w Belsku, ktory rowniez pasowat do grupy, a takze dyrektor administracyjny
Marian Hoscitowicz, w roli zwyktego pracownika i tak samo bylo po kolezensku.

Tata byt osobg towarzyska 1 lubiang. Do najwigkszych Jego przyjaciot nalezata Zoska
Droste, sejsmolog. To byta takze najblizsza przyjacidtka Mamy. Kiedy Ja wspominamy, od
razu przed oczami stajg: Jozwa (Jozef Hordejuk), Wojtek Stopinski, panstwo Gadomscy,
Jankowscy, Gibowiczowie i inni. Z kolei Andrzej Zawada, wspaniaty wspinacz i organizator,
pozniej stawny himalaista, nalezal do przyjaciol Taty jeszcze z wczesnej miodosci. Byt
oczywiscie rowniez przyjacielem Mamy, no i nas — synéw. Podobnie Tadeusz Siemek. Jego
zona Danka byla spokojniejsza i nie tak ironiczna jak reszta. Podobnie bylo z inng para: to
Olgierd Idzkowski zwany powszechnie Szakalem z powodu braku tuszy (nadrabiat ten brak
humorem) ijego zona Hanka. Zona Andrzeja Zawady — aktorka Anna Milewska — oczywiscie
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To zdjecie zrobiono w mieszkaniu Anny Milewskiej i Andrzeja Zawady, po ich slubie. W gornym rzedzie
Andrzej Zawada (trzyma reke na glowie zony) i Jerzy Pruchnicki, w nastepnym od lewej moja babcia
Wactawa Teisseyre, nastepnie matka i siostra Andrzeja Zawady, dalej jego Zona Anna Milewska i moja
babcia Wiadystawa Kowalska. W kolejnym rzedzie Tadeusz Siemek, dalej Danuta Siemkowa i ich dzieci:
Maja i Tomek, nastepnie Krystyna Koztowska i Mama. Lezq: Zdzistaw Koztowski (mqz Krystyny) i moj
Tata.

dotaczyla do przyjacielskiego grona. I byli jeszcze inni koledzy z dawnych lat, jak réwniez
znajomi i znajome ze strony Mamy. Bardzo nam si¢ podobaly te, chwilami glosne,
przyjacielskie spotkania starszych — cho¢ zasadniczo nie braliSmy w nich udziatu. Za$ babcia
Wtada kwitowala je z przekasem mowiac: ,,Mlodziez” si¢ bawi.

Wsrod rodziny 1 znajomych nie widziatem kultu stanowiska, tytulu, nie mozna byto si¢
wywyzszac¢ ani innych ludzi lekcewazy¢. Nie bylo takze w dobrym tonie zapisywac si¢ gdzies§
dla wygody i 0 samym dobrym tonie tez si¢ nie mowito.

Gdy juz nie bylem dzieckiem, lecz mtodziencem na studiach, raz tylko zapytatem Tate, jaka
mi radzi wybra¢ droge zyciowa, z jakimi ludzmi by¢ blisko. Ojciec z namystem i jakby
ostroznie powiedziat, ze Jego zdaniem wspdlnote naukowcdéw wigze jeden cel, a jest nim
odkrywanie prawdy; i dlatego sa przyjaciéimi.

Czy Tata mial oprocz nart inne hobby? Owszem, majsterkowanie — sam wykonat poiki,
pawlacze, skomplikowane schody w domku na dziatce. Jednak Jego majstersztykiem byto
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skrocenie wielkiej brzozowej szafy. Nastgpito wtedy spotkanie towarzyskie pod hastem
»Otwarcie szafy”. Zbieral tez znaczki. Ksigzki, dobre, czytato si¢. Dopiero wiele, wiele lat
pbézniej zaczatem rozumied, ze Tata pasjonowat si¢ réznymi dziedzinami fizyki i to byto Jego
najwigksze, state hobby. Szedt wsrod tych zagadnien, wszedzie starajac si¢ dojrze¢ co$ nowego,
spojrze¢ z innej strony. I pracowac¢ nad ta sprawa! Stad taki Jego szacunek dla wielu badaczy.
Z reguly kazdy, z kim Tata pracowal, stawal si¢ jego dobrym kolegg lub przyjacielem.

OdwiedzaliSmy z rodzicami obserwatoria. Przede wszystkim to najwigcksze w Belsku,
pigknie rozlokowane na duzym terenie, na skraju tajemniczego lasu. Tam pracowal nasz
ulubiony stryj Jacek Kowalski — krewny Mamy oraz inni przyjaciele naszej rodziny. Jacek
zresztg Swietnie kucharzyl. Poznalismy rowniez obserwatorium w Niedzicy oraz w Ksigzu,
przy wspaniatym zamku. Spodobaty mi si¢ tam ogromne, grozne podziemia, w ktorych pdzniej
umieszczono sejsmometry. Wazne byto tez Obserwatorium na Helu, tak blisko morza.

Ojciec, w réznych dziatach geofizyki, nalezal do pionierow. Byl jednym z inicjatoréw
rejestrowania wstrzagsow zachodzacych w lodowcu. Wzigl udzial w pierwszych takich
badaniach bezposrednio na powierzchni lodowca. Byt rowniez wsrdd pionieréw badania

Od lewego gornego rogu, zgodnie z ruchem wskazowek zegara: 1) Maciej Zalewski, polarnik i, zapewne,

Jjego zona Marina; 2) Mieczystaw Teisseyre — brat Taty; 3) Tata, Tadeusz Kowalski czyli Stryj Jacek
oraz profesor Eijo Vesanen z Instytutu Sejsmologii Uniwersytetu w Helsinkach; 4) Outi — cérka parnstwa
Vesanen, jej matka Raija Irma Vesanen i ojciec Eijo, Konstanty Pielak, Tata.



OD NAJBLIZSZEJ RODZINY - CLOSE FAMILY RECOLLECTS 91

wplywu ustrukturyzowanego os$rodka na przechodzace fale sejsmiczne — chodzi tu o o$rodek
zawierajacy liczne drobne struktury (mniejsze od dtugosci badanych fal). Zagadnienie to moze
prowadzi¢ naukowca do trudnej tematyki skretnych czyli rotacyjnych drgan i efektow w
osrodku cigglym (lub na przykiad w budowli!). Tej tematyce, w jej roznych aspektach,
poswigcit ojciec wiele lat. Byl tu badaczem, edytorem i autorem prac oraz inicjatorem wielu
pomiardw 1 dociekan teoretycznych.

Tata czesto byt zapraszany na wyjazdy naukowe, rowniez Mama zacz¢la z Nim jezdzic.
Najwspanialszy byt nasz wyjazd cata czworka do Japonii. Wtedy Tata poleciat tam w polowie
1965 roku, a my dolaczyliSmy tuz przed Bozym Narodzeniem. ByliSmy tam razem do polowy
czerwca 1966 roku, 1 nawet troche zwiedziliSmy ten piekny kraj.

Instytut miat kiedys$ swoj jacht, a wlasciwie oceaniczng t6dz badawcza o nazwie Sonda. Jej
kapitan, Konstanty Pielak, rowniez byl przyjacielem moich Rodzicow; Mama zostala matka
chrzestng tej jednostki. ,,Sonda” stuzyla do geofizycznych pomiaréw w morzach. Kiedy cze$¢
badaczy, i czg$¢ tematyki badawczej Instytutu Geofizyki przeszta do nowopowstajacego
Instytutu Oceanologii (co moj Tata popieral!), rowniez ta t6dz wraz z kapitanem zmienita
,barwy klubowe”. Zalaczam wybor czterech fotek, z lat 70° lub 80°, prawdopodobnie z wizyty
,»Sondy” w Helsinkach.

Rodzice stali si¢ stopniowo podroéznikami. Interesowato Ich wszystko: architektura, muzea,
lokalna kuchnia i wystepy folklorystyczne. Nie jezdzili natomiast na zbiorowe wycieczki.

Po $mierci mojej Mamy, Tata znalazt nowy dom u boku Bogny, czyli Marii Jelenskiej, ktora
takze pracuje w Instytucie. Po §lubie Bogna zaczgta jezdzi¢ z Tatg na Ich sympozja. Jezdzili tez
do Buska, do sanatorium. Ich marzenia o dalekim wyjezdzie, do Japonii — bytaby to dla Taty
kolejna tam wizyta — rozbily si¢ o Jego ci¢zkg chorobe. Wtedy Bogna stata si¢ rowniez
opiekunka Taty w Jego dlugich zmaganiach.

Nawet diugie i szczgsliwe zycie kiedys sie konczy. Jak si¢ powszechnie mowi: cudow nie
ma, ale mito$¢, przyjazn, zyczliwo$¢ to wlasciwie sg cuda. Moj Tata byt na te cuda otwarty, 1
otrzymywat je.

Krzysztof Teisseyre

WSPOMINA SYN MIKOtAJ

Wspominajac naszych rodzicow wracamy mysla do dziecinstwa, do $wiata dobrego,
uporzadkowanego, w ktorym oczywiste byto dobro 1 zto. I chociaz wowczas zyliSmy skromnie,
poczatkowo z sublokatorem w mieszkaniu, to fajne byty to czasy, z poczuciem pelnego oparcia
w ukochanych rodzicach.

Wspomnienia dziele na dwie pory roku: Tata z nami (ze mng i bratem Krzyskiem) w zimie
1 w lecie. Moze bardziej zapamigtatem ,,Tate zimowego”. A zimy wowczas, w latach 1950—
1960, byly prawdziwe, nikt si¢ nie pytal, czy na Boze Narodzenie bedzie biato, bo to bylo
oczywiste, ze bedzie $nieg i tak byto. Zima, a wiec sanki. Tata zaprzegat si¢ do sanek 1 wiozt
nas, czasem podbiegajac niczym kon pociggowy, przez park do ogrddka jordanowskiego z
usypang gorka do zjezdzania. ,,Z drogi $ledzie, bo Pan jedzie!” pokrzykiwali butni saneczkarze.
Potem, gdy bytem starszy, to wspominam pierwsze tyzwy przykrecane do podeszwy zwyktych
butéw. Dzisiaj sg to juz okazy muzealne, podobnie jak drewniane narty z kandaharami. Potem
miatem juz prawdziwe lyzwy, wymarzone hokejki. A chodzito si¢ na tyzwy czgsto, bo
lodowiska wylewano na pobliskim stadionie Skry, mroz dtugo trzymat, a odwilze stanowity
krotkie pauzy w $nieznym $wiecie.

Potem narty, moja najwicksza do dzisiaj pasja. Gérami zyli oboje rodzice. Mama wspinata
si¢ w Tatrach, natomiast do nart nie miata smykatki. Tata na odwrot: od wspinaczki odwidodt
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Tata z jednym z synow w Tatrach Zachodnich

Mameg, natomiast lubit narty. Byli$my z Tata, bratem i Izabelg — siostrg Ojca — na tygodniowym
kursie narciarskim w schronisku Ornak w dolinie Koscieliskiej. Cwiczyli§my na polku na hali
Smytniej, a takze chodziliSmy na wycieczki (dzisiaj powiedzielibySmy skitury) na przeltgcz
Iwaniacka i kolebke narciarstwa, halg Pyszng. O nas mowili: ,,docent z pacholetami” (byt nim
juz woéwczas Ojciec), co oburzato Izabelg, wowczas juz dorosta panig. Potem byly wyjazdy do
doliny Chochotowskiej, do schroniska Blaszynskich — dzisiaj lesniczéwka. I znowu deptanie
polek 1 wycieczki na Rakon i do doliny Starorobocianskiej. W nastepnych latach to juz
zakwaterowanie w Zakopanem (raz udato si¢ zdoby¢ miejsca w schronisku na Kondratowe;j) 1
powolne oswajanie Kasprowego. I tak plynety lata, a nasza (moja i Ojca) milo$¢ do nart nie
przemijata. To Tata zarazil nas Dolomitami, chociaz nie wiem, czy w ostatnim czasie bardziej
cenit sobie szusowanie czy klimatyczne gorskie knajpki, ktore odwiedzal w przerwie na kawke
1 bombardino. Potem to my, z Zong Joasig, zabieraliSmy Tate na narty, ktore uprawiat przez
dlugie lata.

A lato? — tez oczywiscie gory, najczesciej Tatry z pobytem u zaprzyjaznionej gazdziny w
Koscielisku na Groniu. Wycieczki gorskie, stopniowo coraz ambitniejsze. Gdy miatem 9 lat
padty pierwsze dwutysigczniki — Czerwone Wierchy. Dzisiaj nie zliczg, ile to juz razy na nich
bytem i wcale mi si¢ nie znudzily. A potem, gdy mialem 11 lat to zaliczenie pierwszych
tatrzanskich tancuchow — zdobycie Zawratu. Pamigtam, byta wtedy mgta, ktéra pomogla mi
opanowac lgk wysokosci. Zejscie z powrotem na Hale Gasienicowg to byto dla mnie za duzo,
a wicc tagodnym szlakiem poszliémy do Pigciu Stawow i dalej przez Swistowke do Morskiego
Oka, do ktorego wowczas dojezdzaty autobusy. W nastepnych latach byly jeszcze Rysy. Po
skonczeniu moich studiéw spedzitem tydzien, z Mama i Tata, w Tatrach Stowackich.

Do wspolnych wyjazdéw z Ojcem w gory, w Alpy austriackie, wrociliSmy dopiero w
obecnym tysigcleciu, po odejs$ciu naszej ukochanej Mamy. ByliSmy w okolicach Dachsteinu
nad pigknym jeziorem Gosau, a podczas nastepnego wyjazdu w dolinie Oeztal. Wracajac do
mojego dziecinstwa to wspomne, ze oboje Rodzice preferowali aktywny wypoczynek. Oprocz
gor, byly tez akcenty wodne, raczej splywy kajakowe niz leniuchowanie na plazy. Na
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wakacjach goscilismy tez w, rozsianych po Polsce, obserwatoriach geofizycznych, czgsto
mieszczacych si¢ w atrakcyjnych miejscach — jak zamki w Niedzicy 1 w Ksigzu, a takze nad
morzem na Helu. Czgsto odwiedzaliSmy tez Belsk z Centralnym Obserwatorium
Geofizycznym, polozonym w sgsiedztwie rezerwatu Modrzewina.

Tata duzo wyjezdzal za granicg. Byly to zarowno wyprawy badawcze: Wietnam,
Spitzbergen, jak i dluzsze pobyty z wyktadami (Tokio, Trieste). Bardzo lubilismy z bratem
stucha¢ Taty opowiesci o Wietnamie, wzbogacanych o dowcipne anegdoty i kawaty, jakie robili
sobie wzajemnie uczestnicy wypraw. Przebojem staly si¢ opowiesci jak to jeden z uczestnikow
wyprawy probowat w tym komunistycznym kraju wybudowac¢ kos$ciot, a inny doktor wyprawy
szpital swojego imienia.

Fizyka byla najwigksza pasja Taty, ale miat tez inne zainteresowania. Lubil z Mama spedzaé
wolny czas na dzialce w Zambskach nad Narwia, w skromnej, ale uroczej chatce kurpiowskie;j.
Kochal zwierzgta — owczarki niemieckie Agisa i Aresa oraz czarng kotk¢ Pipi. Rodzice
prowadzili towarzyskie zycie, ale to Mama byta inicjatorka spotkan ze znajomymi, W
wiekszosci pracujacymi z Tatg. Nie zapomnimy wspaniatych imienin Rodzicéw i innych
spotkan, na ktore zapraszali pod zabawnymi hastami. Tata byt pasjonatem swojej pracy, my z
bratem nie poszliSmy w Jego $lady, ale jako lekarz mam uznanie dla fizyki i matematyki —
krolowych nauk $cistych. Zainteresowania 1 moze tez zdolnos$ci przeskakuja przez pokolenia.
Mo¢j starszy syn Pawel zostal naukowcem matematykiem, a mtodszy Piotr, po studiach na
socjologii, zajmuje si¢ analizg danych. Tata, podobnie jak i ja, moze by¢ z Nich dumny.

Mikotaj Teisseyre

WSPOMINA ZONA BOGNA

MOJ MAZ, PROF. ROMAN TEISSEYRE

Roman Teisseyre — $wiatowej stawy naukowiec, powszechnie szanowany.

A jakim byt mezem 1 czlowiekiem?

Byt cztowiekiem przez duze C i takim byl Mg¢zem. Przede wszystkim byl pogodny 1 peten
optymizmu. Rano, gdy si¢ budzil, natychmiast zaczynat $piewaé. A poniewaz nie miat ani
stuchu, ani glosu, to Jego poranne wystepy mogtyby by¢ ucigzliwe, gdyby nie to, ze byly
szalenie zabawne. Uktadat tekst do wyspiewywanych melodii, zawsze inny, zawsze zabawny,
chociaz czesto zupetnie bez sensu, peten absurdu w stylu Monty Python’a.

Zyt bardzo intensywnie. Mimo, ze praca naukowa ogromnie Go absorbowala, zawsze miat
czas 1 ochote na spotkanie towarzyskie, kino, koncert czy wystawg. Bardzo lubit chodzi¢ do
restauracji. Ale tez wykorzystywatl kazda wolng chwilg na prace w domu. Potrafit usig$¢ do
komputera na 15 minut pomigdzy innymi zaj¢ciami. Z tych 15-minutéwek sktadaty sie godziny.

Musial mie¢ koszule z kieszonka 1 w tej kieszonce ladowaty skrawki papieru, na ktorych
zapisywat swoje pomysty, ktore przychodzity Mu do gtowy na koncercie, na spacerze czy na
proszonym obiedzie.

W codziennym “repertuarze” Romka byly cztery state punkty: poobiednia 15-20 minutowa
drzemka, potem gimnastyka — kilka minut, prysznic, a nast¢pnie spacer. Poobiednia drzemka
byla obowigzkowa. Moi przyjaciele juz wiedzieli, ze Romkowi trzeba zapewni¢ miejsce do
Spania po obiedzie. Gimnastyka, prysznic i spacer byly czasami pomijane, bo trudno bra¢
prysznic w cudzym domu, Kiedy jest si¢ na proszonym obiedzie.

Romek bardzo lubit chodzi¢ na zakupy. Czarowal wszystkie panie ekspedientki.
Rozpromieniaty si¢ na Jego widok, a On pytat: ,,Co Pani ma dzi§ dobrego dla mnie? > Zawsze
dostawal co$ stodkiego — cukierek, czekoladke czy ciasteczko. Na zakonczenie zakupdw
oswiadczatl: ,,Ja nie ptace” 1 ten obowigzek spadat na mnie. A Ze czasami Jego karta, nie miato
to juz znaczenia.
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Miat swoiste poczucie humoru. Bardzo lubit Zzartowac, rowniez na swoj temat.

Byt mitosnikiem Podkowy Lesnej, gdzie mieszkali$my przez ostatnie siedem lat. Podkowa
Lesna oczarowata go od pierwszego wejrzenia, kiedy to, w ogrodzie przy kosciele
$w. Krzysztofa, zobaczyl pawie. To oczarowanie tylko si¢ poglebito, kiedy poszlismy do
$wietnej, lokalnej restauracji oraz gdy zaczat chodzi¢ na dtugie spacery.

Romek kochat zycie i potrafit si¢ nim cieszy¢ kazdego dnia. Zachwycat Go kolor nieba,
ksztalt oblokéw, tysigce drobiazgdéw, z ktérych czerpat radosé. Nigdy nie narzekal. Zawsze
powtarzat: ,,Wszystko bedzie dobrze”, a jesli nie byto dobrze, kwitowat to stwierdzeniem:
,» Lakie jest zycie”.

Maria Teisseyre-Jelenska

WSPOMINA SIOSTRA IZABELA

Mam wspanialg rodzing, m¢za, dzieci, wnuki, ale teraz wspominam t¢ z dziecinstwa.

Mama — romantyczna marzycielka z pogarda dla dobr doczesnych, aniot dobroci. Pamigtam
Jej opowiesc¢: Stojac na mostku nad potokiem bawita si¢ drogocennym pier§cionkiem obracajac
go na palcu; gdy wpadt do wody, pierwszg Jej reakcja byt wybuch niepohamowanego $miechu.
Usilowata wpoi¢ we mnie zamitowanie do literatury, sama duzo czytala, a w przerwach
szukaty§my okularow lub zegarka (raz byt w lodéwce).

Tata tez byl romantykiem, bardzo lubitam z nim rozmawia¢ — snut marzenia o $wiecie bez
granic i wojen; pierwszym etapem miata by¢ zjednoczona Europa. Mowit tez, ze handel nie jest
zajeciem do konca uczciwym. Mysle o tym sprzedajac rzeczy na OLX.

No i mdj brat Romek — ideat. Zreszta nie byla to tylko moja opinia. Kiedys, kiedy bytam
juz mezatka, bawity$my si¢ w gronie znajomych w wyliczanie wad naszych me¢zow; kazda z
nas miata duzo do powiedzenia. Gdy przyszia kolej na Elke — Zon¢ Romka, chwile pomyslata 1
o$wiadczyta zdecydowanie: nie ma zadnych.

I rzeczywiscie, Romek odziedziczyt po naszych rodzicach, najlepsze cechy:
bezinteresownos$¢, zyczliwos¢, cheé¢ pomocy 1 bardzo charakterystyczne, niestabnace z
wiekiem, ogromne poczucie humoru, w mysl sentencji Monteskiusza: ,,Powaga jest pancerzem
ghupcoOw”. Nie pamigtam, zeby o kims$ Zle si¢ wyrazal, czy tez komus$ czegos odmowit. Byt
dzielny i odwazny, gdy zachodzita taka koniecznos$¢, i nigdy nie narzekal. Jednoczesnie byt
bardzo wrazliwy, bal si¢ urzedow, oficjalnych wystapien 1 konfliktow. Jak wychodzit z
mieszkania naszej mamy, to sprawdzat parg razy czy gaz jest wylaczony. Taki bliski, kochany
cztowiek. Opowiadal mi o fizyce, to bylo fascynujace: szybko porzucitam pisanie kolejne;j
niedokonczonej powiesci (z inspiracji mamy) i za jego sprawa zostalam fizykiem.

Miatam tez drugiego brata, Mietka, trzy lata starszego od Romka. Mieszkat we Wroclawiu
1 znacznie mniej go znatam. Pamigtam, ze zawsze byl ,,dusza towarzystwa”. Bardzo lubitam
jezdzi¢ z Mama do Niego, bo bawitam si¢ wtedy z bratankiem Ryskiem (trzy lata mtodszym).
W nocy wykradaliSmy si¢ do ogrdédka konstruujac niespodzianki dla rodzicow, ktorzy nie
zawsze byli zachwyceni.

W sumie, cata rodzina byta wspaniata. Cechowato Ja lekcewazace podejscie do warto$ci
materialnych, nigdy nie byto mowy o problemach finansowych ani niesnasek z tego powodu,
ogromne poczucie humoru i optymizm w kazdej sytuacji, silne wigzi rodzinne — rodzina byta
$wigta. Bogaci nie byliSmy, to byly biedne czasy. Pamigtam dziecinstwo — mieszkanie na
Filtrowej — trzy pokoje: ja z mama, brat z zong i dwojka dzieci + te§ciowa na przychodne +
catkiem obca rodzina, czyli inni lokatorzy: matzenstwo z synem (bawitam si¢ z nim). Kuchnia
byta wspdlna, podobnie tazienka; ciepta woda dwa razy w tygodniu. Bylo znos$nie, a nawet
wesoto. Czgsto bywali koledzy Romkéw, bardzo ich lubitam. Lubitam tez ostatnie dni miesigca,
gdy jadly$my z mama jedynie chleb maczany w oleju z sola — pycha!
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Pamigtam moje zwariowane wesele na Filtrowej (duzo p6zniej, nie bylo juz lokatorow):
rzucanie kulkami tatara, oblewanie wodg, przebieranki i tance. Pelno bylo takich imprez
rodzinnych — zwariowanych i beztroskich.

A Romek niemal do ostatnich dni pracowal, mial nowe pomysty, o ktérych mi opowiadat,
nie wszystkie catkiem trafne, ale fizyka do konca go pasjonowala, byta jego zyciem. Rozumiem
to teraz, gdy mysle z lgkiem, co bede robi¢, gdy juz nie bede mogta pracowac.

Po latach ma si¢ tendencje do idealizacji. Moze moja rodzina nie byta do konca taka idealna,
byla zwariowana i beztroska, ale najwazniejszego mnie nauczylta: przede wszystkim liczy si¢
cztowiek.

Izabela Gorczyca

WSPOMINA BRATANEK RYSZARD

Parg stow 0 moim stryju Romanie Teisseyre

Brat mojego ojca byl mi znany od wczesnego dziecinstwa. Czgsto bywalem z rodzicami w
Warszawie, gdzie Roman mieszkat z rodzing. Bywal On tez we Wroctawiu rozsmieszajac nas
wszystkich cigtymi dowcipami i anegdotami. Z dobrego humoru to byl On od dawna znany.
Jego wstawki, komentarze i przygadowki zawsze byly na inteligentnym poziomie, tak jak i
praca oraz tworczo$¢ naukowa.

Znane tez byto zamitowanie Stryja do turystyki i sportu, szczegdlnie narciarstwa. Moj tato,
a jego brat, tez zapalony narciarz, zabieral mnie, juz jako malego chiopca, w gory i ostro do
nart sposobit. I tak to wiele razy byly okazje do wspdlnych szusowan na réznych stokach
naszych wspaniatych gor, najczgéciej w Karkonoszach, bo naturalnie z Wroctawia to najblizej.
Razu pewnego — jak sobie przypominam — Stryj zorganizowat wyjazd z Warszawy do Szklar-
skiej Porgby zabierajac mego ojca i mnie, ucznia liceum na ten czas. Byt to kwiecien i nad-
zwyczajnie ciepto. ZatrzymalisSmy si¢ w Szklarskiej 1 Hala Szrenicka byta naszg arena.

Witedy wydarzyta si¢ zabawna przygoda. Po wielu godzinach zjazdow postanowiliSmy
wroci¢ do miasta. I tu Romek wpadl na pomyst — po co schodzi¢ piechota, zjedziemy przez las
z boku hali. Tak zrobili§my do momentu, az drogg przecigt wartki strumien. Stryj niewiele
mys$lac zdjal narty 1 podciagajac nogawki spodni wkroczyt do wody. Ojciec zrobit to samo, a
ja probowatem skakaé po skatkach z nartami pod pacha, co byto dosy¢ trudne. Romek byt juz
na brzegu 1 dowcipnie sumowatl nasze wysitki. ZatozyliSmy narty 1 powoli dalej przez las. A tu
nagle druga odnoga strumienia przecina nam droge, jeszcze szersza i glebsza. Stryj nadal
dowcipkuje, tato warczy. Znow przeprawa i Roman wpada w dziur¢ moczac si¢ do pasa ku
uciesze i prowokujac komentarze brata. Teraz narty na ramig¢ i idziemy pieszo, a tu znow
zagradza droge woda. Widaé, ze strumien rozdziela si¢ na rownolegte odnogi i tak dzieje si¢
jeszcze trzy razy!! Bracia zaczynaja niecenzuralne uwagi i przy piatej odnodze postanawiamy
18¢ wzdluz, bo nie mieliSmy juz ochoty na kolejne moczenie. I tak po 15. minutach marszu
dochodzimy do mostku (1) — miejsca, gdzie odnogi si¢ schodza w jeden nurt!!! Wystarczyto
wiec, poj$¢ na poczatku 200 m wzdtuz wody i ... nie przytocze tu komentarza Pana Profesora.
Jeszcze godzinka marszu i byliSmy u celu. A Stryj i tak twierdzit, ze pomyst miat odkrywczy.

A tak w ogole, to Stryj Roman byl bardzo czutym, cieptym, cho¢ czasem ostrym, mentorem
I profesorem, lubianym przez pracownikow i kochanym przez rodzing i mnie.
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ANNEX

ROMAN TEISSEYRE IN MEMORIAM
English version of the close relatives’ recollections
(published in electronic edition only)

SON KRZYSZTOF RECALLS

| recall my Father most nicely from childhood. | was so proud of his scientific expedition to
Vietnam in 1957. It was a very exotic, remote land — and travelling was rare in those years.
Upon his return, Mummy took me to Szczecin (a port city), so we could welcome him.

In our flat on Filtrowa Street (Warsaw), Grandmother Wtadystawa (Vlada), mother of my
mother Elzbieta, ruled. Although she lived in another district of Warsaw, Zoliborz, she used to
come each day very early and leave in the evening; it looked like she lived with us in this quite
crowded home. I mean crowded because one of the three rooms was occupied by another family
of three people. Weights of the household chores fell on my Mother and grandmother; it
relieved Dad. Certainly, it was my grandmother who arranged for a peasant to supply us with
the meat. Nowadays, it could be called a gray area. And indeed, this tall, taciturn peasant always
wore grayish clothes. He was unofficially nicknamed Praised (Pochwalony), as he spoke
,,Praised be”, entering our home. During the German occupation time, grandmother Vlada had
to work hard. She was a widow of a pre-war officer (a bank manager in peacetime). It was
Stalin’s fault that she was a widow, Stalin’s and his willing followers. | learned this terrible,
awful truth not so early.

In our early years, also the second grandmother lived with us — always cheerful Wactawa
(\atsia) with her daughter lzabela, a few years older than me. She was always ready to make
a funny remark, even to inweave Latin into Polish. Grandmother Vlada was, let us say, more
down-to-earth. She also had her sayings which were more brutal and plebeian-like.
Unsurprisingly, arguments used to spark between grandmothers, but their squabbles were
friendly.

As children, we learned that there was a significant scientist in our family. It was
Wawrzyniec Teisseyre, Dad’s Grandpa — father of our Grandpa Kazimierz. We also learned
that the four brothers of Kazimierz lived in other cities. Three of them were scientists: Jerzy,
Henryk, and Andrzej; only Stanistaw was a painter.

My Mum studied physics, too. Most probably, she helped Dad in the crystallographic
laboratory. Besides physics, it was also the passion for mountains that brought them together.
Specifically, the devotion to the Tatra Mountains. They climbed together at the Monk (Mnich
in Polish). After marriage, they still used to travel to the mountains. My brother says that it was
Dad who pulled Mum away from climbing; | also think that was the case.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Institute of Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences.
This is an open access publication under the CC BY license 4.0.
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My parents in their youth, in the Tatra Mountains

I remember long holidays in Koscielisko (a village in front of the Tatra Mountains, near the
town Zakopane) — with my Mother, grandmother Vlada and occasionally Father — he used to
join us whenever he could. Mummy was the greatest friend of the local people. She used to
have unhurried conversations with our beloved landlady (Gazdzina). We used to relax in
Koscielisko each summer, for many years. During these holidays, the first or the second, my
brother Mikotaj was born, exactly on my name day. Thus, I was given a brother — a Zakopaner
(he is very proud of this). In the summer or winter excursions, our Father was a great
companion. In the winter time, we used to put on big lace-up boots for skiing. Because, when
we were very young, Dad and our uncle Jacek taught us to ski. Mikotaj (Misiek) was
progressing rapidly, while I had problems when it came to the style. Misiek has grown up to be
the best skier in the family. Our Father used to ski for a long time — up to his eighties.

In Warsaw, our Father didn’t have as much time for us as we wished. However, there was
his special time for us — the evenings. At that time, he used to tell us stories about the adventures
of animals — the Fennecs and the Bears; in the episodes. Those good-night stories were joyful,
full of colors and shades. With time, we began to participate in their creation.

| have not seen the unremitting work of my Father: he used to scribble something on a loose
piece of paper, even in the Philharmonics. Or — as an old friend reminded me — during loud
parties, it happened that Roman suddenly changed the room to find a solution to a scientific
problem. It used to be the same at the family meetings.

Neither our Father nor his older brother Mieczystaw (Mietek), who worked at the Wroctaw
University of Science and Technology, has played a great scholar. Also, nobody in the family,
or among close friends, played a wartime hero. Some of them were participants in the Warsaw
Uprising, some — only witnesses, but nobody was talking about it. Times were like that.

| admired our Father and his colleagues and was convinced that of the biggest value in their
work was friendship, in total harmony with their personal ambitions. After the years, during
field trips with him and Tomasz Ernst, Marek Gorski, Janusz Marianiuk, and Jerzy Suchcicki,
| realized that my youthful opinion was correct.

Dad was a sociable and likeable man. Zofia Droste (Zoska) belonged to his greatest friends;
she was a seismologist and also the closest friend of my Mother. When 1 think about her, other
people immediately stay before my eyes: Jozef Hordejuk (Jozwa), Wojciech Stopinski, Mr. and
Mrs. Gadomski, Jerzy Jankowski, Stawomir Gibowicz, and others, including Andrzej Zawada,
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This photo was taken in the flat of Anna Milewska and Andrzej Zawada, after their wedding. In the
uppermost row: Andrzej Zawada (he keeps his hand on his wife’s head) and Jerzy Pruchnicki, in the
next row: my grandmother Wactawa Teisseyre, further on — mother and sister of Andrzej Zawada; his
wife Anna Milewska and my grandmother Wiadystawa Kowalska. Next row: Tadeusz Siemek, his wife
Danuta, and their children Maia and Tomasz, then Krystyna Koztowska and my mother Elzbieta
Teisseyre. Below, lying: Zdzistaw Koztowski (husband of Krystyna) and my father Roman Teisseyre.

who belonged to my father’s friends starting from their young years. Of course, he was also
a friend to my Mother and us — the sons. The same was with Tadeusz Siemek and Olgierd
IdZzkowski. These two were jokers; their wives were quieter. Andrzej Zawada was a great
climber and leader of high-mountain expeditions; he became a well-known Himalayan climber.
His wife Anna Milewska, an actress, joined the group of friends. Me and my brother liked those
loud meetings of my parents’ friends, even though we didn’t participate in them. Our
grandmother Vlada used to comment on such meetings: The “youngsters” are having fun...

I never noticed, in my family and among their close friends, any cult of position or title. It
was not appropriate to boast or disregard other people. It was also not in good taste to enroll
somewhere for convenience (or even to talk about good taste).

When I was not a child anymore, | asked my Father about my future way of life only once.
Father, thoughtfully, said that he regards the scientists as the people who are bonded by one
common goal — to discover the truth. And they are friends with each other, just for this reason.



4 ANNEX - ROMAN TEISSEYRE IN MEMORIAM - THE CLOSE RELATIVES’ RECOLLECTIONS

Whether our Father had any hobbies besides skiing? Oh yes — it was handcrafting. He made
shelves and cubbyholes. He also built stairs in our country house. However, the shortening of
the big birch wardrobe appears to be his masterpiece. For this occasion, a meeting under the
slogan “Opening of the wardrobe” was held. He also used to collect stamps. Later, after many
years, | realized that the real hobby of my Father was physics: various branches of this science.
He used to explore them in order to try to see something new everywhere; to look from a new
side. Therefore, he had respect for other researchers. As a rule, everyone who cooperated with
him became his friend or a good colleague.

We used to visit, with our Parents, the Polish observatories. First of all, the biggest one —
the Central Geophysical Observatory in Belsk. It is beautifully deployed in a large area, on the
edge of a mysterious forest. Our beloved uncle Jacek Kowalski (he was a relative of our Mother)
worked there, among some other friends of our parents. We also visited other Observatories —
the one in the Niedzica castle, the one at the seaside in Hel, and the observatory on the grounds
of the Ksigz Castle. This is a huge, very interesting castle. There, | liked the dangerously looking
undergrounds (where the seismometers were transferred to, later).

From the upper left corner clockwise: (1) Maciej Zalewski, polar explorer from the Institute of
Geophysics PAS, and his wife Marina; (2) Mieczystaw Teisseyre, our Father’s brother; (3) our Father,
Tadeusz Kowalski (Uncle Jacek), and Prof. Eijo Vesanen from Institute of Seismology, University of
Helsinki; (4) sitting by the table: Vesanens’ daughter Outi, her mother Raija Irma, and father Eijo,
Konstanty Pielak, and our Father.
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In various fields of geophysics, our Father belonged to the pioneers. He was one of the
initiators of the study of icequakes occurring in the glacier. He participated in the first
experiments with seismometers placed directly on the glacier’s surface. He was also among the
pioneers in studying the effect of a structured medium on seismic waves passing through this
medium — that is, a medium containing numerous fine structures (smaller than the wavelengths
being studied). Such research has led to complicated problems related to torsion or rotational
waves and effects in a continuous medium (or, for example, in a building!). To this subject, in
its various aspects, my Father devoted many years. He was a researcher, initiator of
experimental and theoretical projects, as well as an editor and author of many publications.

Our Father used to be frequently invited to conferences and research stays. Our Mummy
also started to travel with him. Our stay in Japan in 1965/1966 is my favorite. We even traveled
a bit through this beautiful country.

The Institute owned, at a certain time, a boat destined for scientific explorations; it was
called Sonda. Its captain Konstanty Pielak was also a friend of my parents. My Mother became
the godmother of this boat. Sonda was used for geophysical measurements in the seas. When
some researchers and some research topics of the Institute of Geophysics were transferred to
the newly established Institute of Oceanology (which my Dad supported!), also this boat, along
with its captain, changed “club colors”. | enclose a selection of four photos, from the 70’ or 80°,
probably from Sonda’s visit to Helsinki.

Parents have gradually become travelers. Everything interested them: landscapes,
architecture, museums, regional cuisine, and folk performances. They were not interested in
organized trips.

After our Mother’s death, Father found a new home with Bogna, officially: Maria Jelenska,
who still works at the Institute. After the wedding, she started to go with him to scientific
meetings — her and his. They also liked the sanatorium in Busko. Their dreams for longer trips
have been broken by the Father’s illness. During this time, Bogna also became his caretaker.

Even a long and happy life ends at a certain point because, as it is commonly said, there are
no miracles. But love, friendship, and goodwill are, in fact, miracles! My Father was open to
these miracles and received them with gratitude.

Krzysztof Teisseyre

Translated by Bartosz Wozniak

SON MIKO£AJ RECALLS

Recalling our parents, we think back to our childhood, to a good, orderly world in which good
and evil were obvious. Although we lived modestly back then, initially with a subtenant in the
apartment, those were fun times with a sense of full support from our beloved parents.

| divide my memories into two seasons: Dad with us (me and my brother Krzysiek) in the
winter and in the summer. | may have remembered the winter Dad more. And the winters back
in the 1950s and 1960s were real; no one asked if it would be white for Christmas because it
was obvious that there would be snow, and there always was. Winter, then, meant sledding.
Dad would harness himself to the sled and take us, sometimes running up like a draft horse
through the park to a Jordan garden with a hill piled up for sliding. “Z drogi $ledzie bo Pan
jedzie” (“Herrings, get out of the way, the King is coming”), shouted the haughty sledders.
Then, when | was older, it was the first skates screwed to the soles of ordinary shoes. Today,
they are museum specimens, just like the wooden skis with Kandahar bindings. Then, | already
got real skates, the hockey skates of my dreams. We used to go skating often because the ice
rinks were poured at the nearby Skra stadium, the frost lasted for a long time, and the thaws
were short pauses in the snow world.
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Dad and one of his sons in the Tatra Mountains

Then there is skiing, my greatest passion to this day. Both of my parents lived and breathed
mountains; Mom used to climb in the Tatra Mountains, while she had no knack for skiing. Dad
was the other way around: he talked Mom out of the climbing, while he liked skiing. Me and
my Dad, my brother, and Izabela (my Dad’s sister) took a week-long ski course at the Ornak
hostel in the Koscieliska Valley. We used to practice on the field in Hala Smytnia and also used
to go on trips (now would be called ski tours) to the Iwaniacka Pass and to the cradle of skiing
— Hala Pyszna. They called us “the docent with the younglings” (my Dad was a docent by then),
which outraged Izabela, who was already an adult at the time. Then there were trips to the
Chochotowska Valley to the Blaszynskis’ shelter — today a forester’s lodge. And then again
tramping the fields and going on trips to Rakon and the Starorobocianska Valley. In the
following years, we used to rent an accommodation in Zakopane (we once managed to get a
place in the shelter on Hala Kondratowa), slowly getting used to skiing at Kasprowy Wierch.
And so the years were passing and my Dad’s and my love for this sport did not fade away.

It was Dad who enthused us with the Dolomites, although I don’t know what he appreciated
more at the time — whether it was skiing or going to mountain pubs he used to visit during
breaks for coffee and bombardino. Much later, it was my wife Joasia and me who used to take
Dad skiing, which he enjoyed for many years.

And summers? It also meant, of course, the mountains, most often the Tatra Mountains,
with a stay in the Koscielisko on Gron at the place owned by a local landlady (gazdzina),
a friend of ours. The mountain trips had gradually been more ambitious. When | was 9 years
old, I climbed my first two-thousander — Czerwone Wierchy. Today, | can’t count how many
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times I’ve been on them, and I’m not bored of them at all. And then, when | was 11 years old,
| completed the first Tatra chains — conquering Zawrat. | remember that there was a fog at the
time, which helped me overcome my fear of heights. Descending back to Hala Gasienicowa
was too much for me, so we took a gentle trail to the Pigciu Stawéw Valley and then through
Swistowka to Morskie Oko, which was then served by buses. In the following years, there was
also a visit to Rysy, and during our return from Japan, already in France, a mountain trip with
Andrzej Zawada. Later, in the summer of 1968, my parents, brother, and | travelled around
Europe: to France and northern Italy, returning through the Austrian Dolomites. After finishing
my studies, | spent a week with Mom and Dad in the Slovak Tatras.

We returned to the joint trips to the mountains, to the Austrian Alps, together with my Dad
in the current millennium, after our beloved Mom passed away. We were in the Dachstein area
at the beautiful Gosau lakes and, during the next trip, in the Otztal Valley. Going back to my
childhood, it is obvious that both of my parents preferred active recreation. In addition to the
mountains, there were also water accents, kayaking rather than lazing on the beach. On
vacation, we also visited geophysical observatories scattered around Poland, often located in
attractive places such as castles in Niedzica and Ksigz, as well as by the sea on Hel. We also
frequently visited Belsk with its Central Geophysical Observatory, located in the vicinity of the
nature reserve in Modrzewina.

Dad travelled abroad a lot. His journeys included both the research trips (to Vietnam and
Spitsbergen), as well as longer stays with lecturing (Tokyo, Trieste). My brother and | really
enjoyed listening to Dad’s stories about Vietnam, enriched with humorous anecdotes about the
pranks that the expedition participants used to play on each other. Some of those stories became
hits, like the one about an expedition participant who tried to build a church in this communist
country, and another about an expedition doctor who tried to build a hospital named after him.

Physics was Dad’s greatest passion, but he also had other interests. He enjoyed spending his
free time with Mom on a plot of land in Zambski by the Narew River in a modest but charming
cottage (in Kurpie style). He loved animals, German shepherds Agis and Ares and the black cat
Pipi. Parents led a social life, but it was Mom who was the initiator of meetings with friends,
most of whom worked with Dad. We will never forget our parents’ wonderful name days and
other gatherings to which they used to invite guests under funny slogans.

Dad was passionate about the field of science he chose, but neither my brother nor | followed
his footsteps, although as a medical doctor | have an appreciation for physics and mathematics
— the queens of the sciences. Interests, and perhaps abilities as well, jump across generations.
My older son Pawel became a math scientist, and the younger one, Piotr, after studying
sociology, is involved in data analysis. Dad, like me, can be proud of them.

Mikolaj Teisseyre

Translated by Bartosz Wozniak

WIFE BOGNA RECALLS

MY HUSBAND, PROFESSOR ROMAN TEISSEYRE
Roman Teisseyre — a world-renowned, widely respected scientist. And what husband and man
has he been?

He was a Man with a capital M and such a Husband, very cheerful and full of optimism. In
the morning, just upon waking up, he would immediately start singing. And, as he had neither
a musical ear nor a vocal talent, his morning performances could have been a nuisance if they
were not so entertaining. He would arrange the text to the melodies he sang, always different,
always funny, although often wholly pointless, full of Monty Python-style absurdity.
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Romek led a very active life. Although the work on scientific problems absorbed him a lot,
he always had time and desire to socialize, go to the cinema, a concert or an exhibition. He was
very fond of going to restaurants. But he also used every free moment to do science at home.
He was able to work on the computer for 15 minutes between other activities. Those 15-minute
spans made up hours.

He had to have shirts with a pocket, and in this pocket landed scraps of paper and a pencil
to enable him to write down the ideas that might come to him at a concert, on a walk or at an
invited dinner.

There were four fixed points in Romek’s daily “repertoire”: a post-lunch 15-20 minute nap,
then gymnastics — a few minutes, a shower, and then a walk. The post-lunch nap was mandatory.
My friends already knew that Romek needed to be provided with a place to sleep after lunch.
Gymnastics, showering and walking were sometimes skipped, because it’s hard to take
a shower in someone else’s house when you’re at an invited dinner.

Romek was very fond of going shopping. He charmed all the saleswomen. They beamed
while seeing him, and he used to ask: “What do you have for me today?”” and he would always
get something sweet — a candy, a chocolate or a cookie. At the end of shopping, he often
declared: “I don’t pay”, and this duty fell on me. It did not matter, though, that I could have
used his card.

He had a peculiar sense of humor. He was very fond of joking, including jokes about
himself.

He was a lover of Podkowa Les$na (suburb of Warsaw), where we lived for the last seven
years. Podkowa Le$na enchanted him at first sight, when, in the garden by the St. Christopher’s
Church, he saw peacocks. This enchantment only deepened when we went to a great local
restaurant and when he started going for long walks.

Romek loved life and was able to enjoy every day. He was enchanted by the color of the
sky, the shape of the clouds, and thousands of little things he enjoyed. He never complained,
always saying: “Everything will be fine”, and if things were not fine, he commented: “Such is
the life”.

Maria Teisseyre-Jeleriska

Translated by Anna Dziembowska

SISTER IZABELA RECALLS

| have a wonderful family, a husband, children, and grandchildren, but now I am recalling the
one from my childhood.

Mom — a romantic dreamer with contempt for material possessions, an angel of goodness.
| memorized such a story: Standing on a bridge over a creek, she was playing with a precious
ring by spinning it on her finger; when it fell into the water, her first reaction was a burst of
uncontrollable laughter. She tried to make me love literature; she read a lot herself, and perma-
nently kept looking for glasses or a watch (once it was in the refrigerator).

Dad was a romantic, too, and I enjoyed talking with him very much — he dreamed of a world
without borders and wars; the first stage was to be a united Europe. He also suggested that trade
was not an entirely honest business. | think about this when selling things on OLX.

And then there was my brother Romek — the ideal. Anyway, this was not just my opinion.
Once, when | was already married, we used to play in the circle of acquaintances in listing the
flaws of our husbands; each of us had a lot to say. When it was the turn of Romek’s wife Elka,
she thought for a moment and declared emphatically: there are none.

And indeed, Romek inherited from our parents the best qualities: selflessness, kindness,
willingness to help and a very characteristic great sense of humor, which does not diminish with
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age, according to the Montesquieu maxim: “Seriousness is the armor of fools”. | don’t remem-
ber him speaking unfavorably of anyone, or refusing when he could help. He was brave and
courageous when necessary, and never complained. At the same time, he was very sensitive,
afraid of offices, official appearances and conflicts. When he was leaving our mother’s apart-
ment, he would check a few times to make sure the gas was off. Such a close, loving man. He
used to tell me about physics; it was fascinating. | quickly abandoned writing another unfinished
novel (inspired by my mother) and became a physicist due to him.

| also had a second brother, Mietek, three years older than Romek. He lived in Wroctaw and
| knew him much less. | remember that he was always the “soul of the company”. | really liked
to go with Mom to visit him, because | was playing with my nephew Rysiek (three years
younger) at the time. At night, we would sneak out into the garden, inventing surprises for his
parents, who were not always pleased with it.

All in all, the whole family was wonderful, characterized by a light-hearted approach to
material values, never a question of financial problems or disagreements over this. We were not
rich, these were poor times. | remember my childhood — an apartment on Filtrowa Street — three
rooms: me with my mother, my brother with his wife and two children + mother-in-law on the
incoming + other tenants, i.e., a family completely unrelated to us: a married couple with their
son (I played with him). The kitchen was shared, as was the bathroom; hot water twice a week.
It was tolerable and even cheerful. Romek’s friends were often there, | liked them very much.
| also liked the last days of the month, when my mother and | ate only bread dipped in oil with
salt — yummy!

I remember my crazy wedding on Filtrowa Street (the compulsory tenants had already
moved away): throwing tartar balls, splashing with water, changing funny clothes and dancing.
There were plenty of such family parties — crazy and relaxing.

Romek worked almost until his last days; he had new ideas, which he told me about, not all
of them quite accurate, but physics was his passion to the end; it was his life. | understand this
now when | think with anxiety about what I will do when | can no longer work.

As years go on, one has a tendency to idealize. Maybe my family wasn’t quite so ideal, it
was crazy and not always serious, but it taught me the most important thing: first and foremost,
it’s the people that matter.

Izabela Gorczyca

Translated by Anna Dziembowska

NEPHEW RYSZARD RECALLS

A few words about my uncle Roman Teisseyre

My father’s brother was known to me from early childhood. With my parents, | often visited
Warsaw, where Roman lived with his family. He also used to come to Wroctaw entertaining us
all with his with cutting jokes and anecdotes. He had been known for his good humour.

His interjections, comments and remarks were always on an intelligent level, as was his
work and scientific creativity.

The uncle’s love for tourism and sports, especially skiing, was also well known. My Dad
(his brother), also an avid skier, used to take me, even as a small boy, to the mountains and
harshly trained to ski. And so there were many occasions to go together to various slopes of our
magnificent mountains, most often the Karkonosze, the ski area closest to Wroctaw.

Once, as | recall, my uncle organized a trip from Warsaw to Szklarska Poreba taking my
father and me, a high-school boy at that time. It was an unusually warm April. We stayed in
Szklarska Porgba and Hala Szrenicka was our ski area. Then a funny incident happened. After
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many hours of downhill skiing, we decided to return to the town we lived. And here Romek
came up with an idea — why go down on foot, we’ll ski down through the forest on the side of
the ski area. We did it successfully up to the moment when the road was crossed by a rapid
stream. Not much thinking, the uncle took off his skis and, lifting his trousers, stepped into the
water. My father did the same, and | tried to jump over the rocks with my skis under my arm,
which was quite difficult. Romek was already on shore and jokingly commented on our efforts.
We put on our skis and slowly continued through the forest. And here suddenly a second branch
of the stream crosses our path, even wider and deeper. Uncle continues joking, my Dad
growling. Another stream crossing, and Roman falls into a hole, wetting himself to the waist,
provoking his brother’s comments and laughter. Now the skis on the shoulder and we walked,
and again the road was cluttered with water. We saw that the stream splits into parallel branches,
and this happened three more times!!! The brothers started making uncensored remarks and at
the fifth creek we decide to go along it, because we did not feel like soaking again. And so,
after 15. minutes of walking we come to a bridge (!) — a place where the branches descend into
one stream!! So, it would have been enough to start walking 200 m along the water and ...
I won’t quote Professor’s comment here. Another hour of walking and we were at our
destination. But the Uncle still claimed that he had an ingenious idea.

This is just one anecdote about my dear Uncle Roman, a very affectionate, warm, though
sometimes harsh, Mentor and Professor, liked by his staff and loved by his family and myself.

Ryszard Teisseyre
Translated by Anna Dziembowska
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